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principle of class struggle in France. This "bloody lesson of 
events" is now given us again. But it is a world influence teaching 
the proletariat in all countries their real mission. Then, true to 
his syndicalist tradition, M. Sorel defines this mission as "l'idee de 
constituer un government de producteurs." With no hint of New 
Guild improvements, he closes "le cri : 'Mort aux Intellectuels,' si 
souvent reproche aux bolchoviks finera peut'-etre par s'imposer aux 
travailleurs du monde entier. II faut etre aveugle pour ne pas 
voir que la revolution russe est l'aurore d'une era nouvelle." 

In a preface of 50 pages and a longer chapter on l'Avenir so- 
cialiste des syndicats, are but restatements of ideas already fa- 
miliar to readers of Sorel's books. He admits that the syndical- 
ist leaders are not "tres grandes philosophes" but they are men 
"de sens et d'experience" and know how to defy present political 
organizations as well as philosophers. 

His scorn of Fabianism and of all socialism that has made itself 
respected burns with its old fire. Socialist literature, he says, is 
vague and more debride than that of ordinary politicians. Social- 
ists are now furnishing these politicians with material and with 
arguments to confuse every subject with which they deal. They 
are creating myths and illusions with which the bewildered masses 
are to be led they know not whither. 

As in Gustave Le Bon's recent study of psychology applied to 
revolutions, we have a sharp reaction against the whole rationalist 
method of dealing with social changes and upheaval. Revolution 
is indeed a kind of fatalism or religious madness. This reveals the 
most dangerous weakness in this syndicalist philosophy. It treats 
the masses as children to be fed on myths. To think so ill of the 
"crowd-mind" and of Le Bon's "collective tyranny" is the most 
serious impeachment of the masses ever given us; serious because 
they never could know or select a leadership except of fanatics or 
of demagogues. 

John Graham Brooks. 
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"Beyond doubt," says Mr. Sonnichsen, "consumers' cooperation 
is an anti-capitalistic, revolutionary movement, aiming at radical 
social reconstruction based upon an all-inclusive collectivism." It 
has nothing in common with the self-governing workshop or the 
farmers' marketing organization nor any scheme which includes 
private profit, nor does it keep step with socialism when it comes 
to seeking political favor and advocating state administration of in- 
dustry. It is this sharply limited cooperation of which Mr. Son- 
nichsen's book traces the early beginnings, the successful launching 
at Rochdale, England, in 1844, and the development in Great 
Britain, the continent, and America. 

The warfare with capitalistic interests on the one hand, and on 
the other, the long contest with the Christian Socialists bent upon 
grafting on to the movement the self-governing workshop idea, make 
an interesting story. An account is given of the varying fortunes 
of cooperation during the war in different countries. 

Of the second part of the book, Cooperation as a Factor in the 
Social Revolution, with chapter on Cooperation and Socialism 
and another on Cooperation and Labor, I can give no better idea 
than by presenting a few significant quotations. Based upon "the 
gradual development of consumers' cooperation from its nebulous 
beginnings a hundred years ago to its present status of a worldwide 
organization of over fifty million souls," he avers that "even those 
who may regard it with prejudiced eyes cannot deny that it is des- 
tined to be a big factor in the industrial and social reconstruction 
which must follow the war." 

"In the economic arena it feels itself irresistible, competent to 
meet all attacks. Cooperation has no need to appeal to political 
action to establish itself." Its limits are recognized, "When cooper- 
ation has spread just so far as it can benefit human beings, it will 
stop, and be perfectly content to stop." 

The author admits that, so far as labor is concerned, there will 
remain the question of relative wages to go to those of different oc- 
cupations, but "under cooperation human society will be like one 
person laboring to supply its own needs, whether these needs are 
purely material, like bread and meat, or of a spiritual nature like 
art and music" ; that since there is no private profit the worker 
will, as consumer, get the whole product of his labor. 

The value of the book consists in its giving the most adequate 
exposition of consumers' cooperation yet given in this country ,—— a 
comprehensive story of the movement, the fullest in later years, and 
interesting suggestions as to future achievement. 

Emerson P. Harris. 
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